ANALYZING WRITTEN STATEMENTS

% ACFE

Association of Certified Fraud Examiners

GLOBAL HEADQUARTERS ¢« THE GREGOR BUILDING
716 WEST AVE  AUSTIN, TX 78701-2727 « USA



ANALYZING WRITTEN STATEMENTS

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I. INTRODUCTION
AADOUL THIS COULSE 1evvteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et et sete s et eesteeseseesaseesaseeseeeesatesaseesastesaseesanttesaseesastesaseesaeeessseesaseesaseesaeesnnees 1

UNIT 1: THE POWER OF WORDS
II. THE SEVEN BASIC PARTS OF SPEECH

The Seven Basic Parts Of SPEeCh........oiiiiiiii e 7
Getting Up to Speed: A Brief Overview of the Parts of Speech ......cocveiviiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiccie, 7
Some Words Can Be Used as Different Parts of Speech........cccviiiiiviiiiiiiiniiiiiccccccccnen 8

Functions of the Seven Basic Parts of SPeech ... 8
Parts of Speech, Part 1: NOUNS c...oviiiiiiicc s 9
Parts of Speech, Part 2: PLONOUNS ......c.oiviiiiiiiiiiici s 11
Parts of Speech, Part 3: VErbs.. ..o 18
Parts of Speech, Part 4: AAVEIDS ..o 26
Parts of Speech, Part 5: AdJECHIVES .....cciuiuiiiiiiiiiiiicicicic e 29
Parts of Speech, Part 6: PLepPOSItIONS ......ccccuviiuiieiiiiiiieiiiiiiciiirtse s 32
Parts of Speech, Part 7: CONJUNCHONS. ......ccuiiiuiiiiiiiciies s 35
Conclusion: The Parts Of SPEECh........ovviiiiiiiiiic s 37

REVIEW (QQUESTIONS «.cvuiuiiiereteuiinirtetereittst ettt sttt bttt bbbttt s bbbt e bbbttt s et ebebe sttt eaebese sttt saeneneneaeenees 38

III. SEMANTICS

IOEEOAUCHON .t 43
Semantic Analysis 1: Lack of Self-Reference ... 43
Semantic Analysis 2: Use of Present Tense When Describing a Past Occurrence ........ccccvvecuvvricnnnee 45
Semantic Analysis 3: Generalized StAtEMENTS......cceiiueererirereieieiiiririrr ettt es 46
Semantic Analysis 4: SHNEY DELAIlS ... 47
Semantic Analysis 5: Volatile Narfator ... 47
Semantic Analysis 6: The DOAZELS .......ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 49
Vagaries and Lack of CONVICHON......ccceuiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiiciiies s 56
Lowering and Raising EXPeCtations ... 58
L e o o OO 59
Parentheses.....viuiiicii s 60
Figurative Language: Metaphots and SIMIIES........ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeneeeessce s 60
SYIAK 1.ttt 61

REVIEW (QQUESTIONS «.cvviuiiiieieuiinirteteteittste ettt sttt bttt b ettt b ettt e b b e st e s et eb bt a et st eaebese sttt saeseneneaneees 65

UNIT 2: NARRATIVE FORM AND FUNCTION

IV. NARRATIVE FORM

Tt OAUCHON .ttt ettt ettt e et ettt e v et e ete e s et e seeseensenseessessersenseessessensensesssersensentesseensensens 71
The INEEd fOr BalanCe.....coiiviiiicriiiieeeeececteteectteteet ettt ettt sa e e et st ss s ebeeba b e s essetesbensensessebesensensens 72
The PLOIOZUE ... 72
CHIHCAL FOVENT ottt ettt ettt et et ettt et e et e ae et e eteeseeaeenseseeseenseseessessenseseeteensenseseeneensenes 74
The ATTEIMAtI c.ccveiiiiiceeceeceeee ettt ettt ettt et e e et e eteebeeaseseeseeseensensanseersensenseeteensennens 77

TESt YOUL SKIIIS INOW ..viuveeieeietiiteteeeteeteetet et et eteteseeteetessesseseeteesessensessebessensessesessensenseseesensensessessssensensessesansensensns 78
Warning: Overconfidence Can Make You Blnd........ccccvuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccene 79

Analyzing Written Statements i



ANALYZING WRITTEN STATEMENTS

IV. NARRATIVE FORM (CONT.)

The Mean Length of ULLErance ...t 79
REVIEW (QQUESTIONS .uvutieuitetiteieert ettt ettt ettt sttt b et ettt st b et bt st e st e b et e b et st e st et e b et st et st e st e eb et st enenteneneas 84
V. NARRATIVE FUNCTION
More on Literary Structure: The Timeline and the Telling.......cccoviviiiiiiiiiiiiiciinnree 87
Point of View of Narrative PersSPeCtiVe......cvuiiciiiiieiiiiiciiiciceiice i sessssssssessens 89
OMUSSIONS c.1tttviitctete ittt bbb bbb bbb bbbt 91
SEQUEIICINEG ..t bbbttt 95
Coincidences and SEIEOLYPES .....cuvuiiiririririiiiicc et 98
(QUECSTIONS wevuiieuiieuitetet ettt ettt ettt ea bbbt st e st e bt e b et st e st et e bt e b et ek eae et eb et e b et e b eae st e bt b e b et e b ent st ene b ebentebenis 98
Explainers and EXCUSE-IMaKErS .......ccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciciicc s 99
The SChEMET ... 100
Failing to RESPONA ... 100
Resolutions: Using Occam’s Razor to Test a Statement’s Veracity.......ooveveuveriiereivinicrnininieeniinieeneieans 101
Occam’s Razor: How Galileo, Kepler, and Newton Can Help You Learn the Truth ........cccccoeec. 101
SUMMIALY .. bbb bbbt 103
REVIEW (QQUESTIONS «..eeuiriiieiiiiirteteteietts ettt ettt b ettt b ettt b bttt sa b sttt et b bttt ebesent e s enenene 104

UNIT 3: REVIEW
VI. THE STATEMENT ANALYSIS CHALLENGE

ReVIEW StAtEMENT 1 oo 111
ANIGEHE oo 111
Analysis of ANGEHE’S StALEMENT .....oviuiuiiiiiiciiiice s saenns 112

REVIEW STALEMENE 2 ..o 113
IS That YOU, TeITANCE?....ccvicveeeeeeecteeteeeeeteetece et ettt ete ettt eaeeseeae et eeseese e st enseseeseessenseeseeseensensesseeseensenes 113
Analysis Of Terrance’s STALCMENE. ...uuvirireriieeceeieieieiererereteretetet ettt sttt be bbb sesesesessees 114

ReVIEW StAteMENt 3 ..o 117
DOCLOL"S OLACLS .t 117
Analysis Of ASSIStANET'S STALEMEN . ....ccviiiiiiiiccicee e 118
General Comments on “Doctor’s Orders” ... s 120

Review Statements 4 and 5. 120
The Case of Curtain Climbers Daycare Center ...t 120
Comparison of Statements by Mary Moore and Katy Brown........ccccoviiiiinnicicnns 124
Springing the Narrative TIaP.....ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 126

REVIEW STAtEMENT O .vviiiiiiiiiiiiici bbbt 128
AnNalysis Of the StAtEMENT......ciiiiiiiiiiiiic e 129
CONCIUSION 1.t 131

VII. SOLUTIONS TO REVIEW QUESTIONS

II.  The Seven Basic Parts of SPeechi......ccccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccce e 133
TIT.  SEIMANTICS tuveereeeeeeeeeeeete et eeee e et eeetteeeetesereeseteseeeeasetesaseesastesaseesaneeessssesaseesaneesaseeeasesesseesaseesaneesaneeessseessneens 140
) YA P25 5 L u A v2 <l S0 Y0 s UHRR RSOSSN 146
AV ANF S sz} wara <l 210 baTes u Lo Yo NURRURR TR 151
VIII. FINAL EXAMINATION.... oottt eee e e e et eaeeaseeeseestesseeseeaseeseeeeessteseeseeseesseesseesnes E-1
IX L IINDIEX ..ottt et e et e et e et e et eaeteaseeaseeaseeaeteaseeasteasteaseeaseeaneeaseeaseeaseeaseeaneeeseeaseeaseeaseeaneenneenneen I-1

i Analyzing Written Statements



	Blank Page



